
The Whole Earth Is 
Full of His Glory
Honoring the Giver by Enjoying His Gis



Introduction

He loves ee too little who loves 
anything together with ee, which he 

loves not for y sake. --Augustine

At your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. --Psalm 16:11



Overview

✤ e Glory of the Triune God

✤ e Author and His Story

✤ Creation as Communication

✤ Created to Be a Creature

✤ e Gospel-Solution to Idolatry



Overview

✤ Rhythms of Godwardness

✤ Desiring Not-God: Illustrations and Examples

✤ What About Missions and Generosity?

✤ What Does It Mean to Live a Wartime Lifestyle?

✤ Suffering, Death, and the Loss of Good Gis



An Initial Concern: 
How Do We Make Progress?

✤ e Christian Faith Is Handed Off (2 
Timothy 2:2)

✤ Two Dangers

✤ False Conservatism

✤ False Progressivism



Paul’s Solution: 
Anchored Progress

Philippians 3:12-16

Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature 
think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, 
God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to 
what we have attained. 



The Goal of the Triune 
God

“In the confession of the Trinity throbs the 
heart of the Christian religion.” --Herman 
Bavinck

 



An Initial Question

1 Corinthians 10:31

Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do everything to the glory of God.

✤ What do we mean by “glory”?

✤ What do we mean by “God”?



Modeling the Trinity

A Word About Models...

Psychological Model

Social Model



The Psychological Model

e Son as God’s Idea or Image
Colossians 1:15

He is the image of the invisible God, the "rstborn of 
all creation. 

2 Corinthians 4:4

In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.



The Psychological Model

e Son as God’s Idea or Image
Hebrews 1:3

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of His nature, and He upholds the universe 
by the word of His power.

John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God.



The Psychological Model

e Spirit as God’s Mutual Love and Joy

Romans 5:5

Hope does not put us to shame, because God's 
love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Acts 13:52

And the disciples were "lled with joy and with 
the Holy Spirit.



The Psychological Model

e Spirit as God’s Mutual Love and Joy

1 John 3:24

Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in 
him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom 
he has given us.

1 John 4:12-13, 16

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in 
him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit... So we have 
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in 
him.



The Psychological Model

e Spirit as God’s Mutual Love and Joy

Ephesians 1:2

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.



The Psychological Model

Matthew 3:16-17

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately 
he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice 
from heaven said, “is is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.”



The Social Model

e Father chooses a people and sends the 
Son.

e Son obeys the Father and accomplishes 
redemption.

e Spirit is sent by both the Father and Son, 
is the down-payment of our inheritance, and 
is the sum total of all the good that God has 
purchased for us.



Mutual Indwelling 
(Perichoresis)

John 14:9-11

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and 
you still do not know Me, Philip?  Whoever has seen 
Me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father?’  Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in Me?  e words that I say 
to you I do not speak on My own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in Me does His works.  Believe Me 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me, or 
else believe on account of the works themselves.”



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

John 17:5

And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed.

John 17:24 

Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory 
that you have given me because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world.



Glory as Trinitarian Fullness

God glori"es himself by inviting us to 
participate in his own trinitarian 
fullness. 

Put another way, God glori"es himself by 
extending his own glory so that his divine 
life comes to exist in creaturely form.



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

John 17:20-26

I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. e glory that you have given 
me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may 
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 
you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

John 17:20-26
Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory 
that you have given me because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world.  O righteous Father, 
even though the world does not know you, I know 
you, and these know that you have sent me.  I made 
known to them your name, and I will continue to 
make it known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

C.S. Lewis, e Weight of Glory

“If we take the imagery of Scripture 
seriously, if we believe that God will one 
day give us the Morning Star and cause us 
to put on the splendour of the sun, then we 
may surmise that both the ancient myths 
and the modern poetry, so false as history, 
may be very near the truth as prophecy...” 



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

C.S. Lewis, e Weight of Glory

“...At present, we are on the outside of the 
world, the wrong side of the door. We discern 
the freshness and purity of morning, but they 
do not make us fresh and pure. We cannot 
mingle with the splendours we see. But all the 
leaves of the New Testament are rustling with 
the rumour that it will not always be so. Some 
day, God willing, we shall get in.”



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

Jonathan Edwards, e Nature of True Virtue
“By these things it appears that a truly virtuous mind, 
being as it were under the sovereign dominion of love 
to God, does above all things seek the glory of God, 
and makes this his supreme, governing, and ultimate 
end: consisting in the expression of God’s perfections 
in their proper effects, and in the manifestation of 
God’s glory to created understandings, and the 
communications of the in"nite fullness of God to the 
creature; in the creature’s highest esteem of God, love 
to God, and joy in God, and in the proper exercises 
and expressions of these.”



What Do We Mean By “Glory”?

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

“e whole dance, or drama, or pattern of 
the Tri-personal life is to be played out in 
each one of us… each one of us has got to 
enter that pattern, take his place in that 
dance.”



The Author and His 
Story

“A story is a way of saying something that 
cannot be said any other way, and it takes 
every word of the story to say what that 
means.” --Flannery O’Connor



God Created By Speech

Genesis 1:3

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light.

Psalm 33:9

For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood "rm.



God Sustains By Speech

Hebrews 1:3

He upholds the universe by the word of his 
power

Colossians 1:16

He is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.



God Is Everywhere Present

Psalm 139:7-10

Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
Or where shall I $ee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

If I take the wings of the morning and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, and 
your right hand shall hold me.



A Question

How does God creating and sustaining by 
speech and his omnipresence in creation help 
us to wrestle with the question of the 
sovereignty of God and human 
responsibility?



The Absolute Sovereignty of 
God

✤ Our God is in the heavens; he does all 
that he pleases (Psalm 115:3)

✤ He works all things according to the 
counsel of his will (Ephesians 1:11).

✤ No purpose of his can be thwarted (Job 
42:2)



The Absolute Sovereignty of 
God

He does according to his will among the 
host of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earth; and none can stay his hand 
or say to him, “What have you 
done?” (Daniel 4:35)

✤ He is God and there is no other. He is 
God, and there is none like him. His 
counsel will stand and he will accomplish 
all his purpose (Isa 46:9-10)



The Extent of God’s 
Sovereignty
✤ e weather (Psalm 135:7)
✤ e establishment of governments (Rom 13:1)
✤ e appearance of the stars (Isa 40:26)
✤ e falling of sparrows (Matt 10:29)
✤ e life and death of all men (Deut 32:39)
✤ e location of civilizations (Acts 17:26)
✤ e decisions of rulers (Prov 21:1)
✤ e plans of human beings (Prov 19:21)
✤ Even the sinful decisions of rebels (Gen 20:6; 

Acts 4:27-28)



The Reality of Human 
Responsibility
✤ e Bible assumes that our choices are real and 

meaningful. “Choose this day whom you will 
serve…” (Josh 24:15).

✤ e Bible teaches that God will judge us for our 
actions (2 Cor 5:10).

✤ e Bible teaches that God will judge us for our 
words (Matt 12:36-37).

✤ In the Scriptures God issues commands, 
exhortations, and warnings, and implies that we 
have some capacity to respond to them, if we 
choose to do so (Exo 20:3; Gal 6:10; Rom 8:13).



The Reality of Human 
Responsibility

e Bible teaches that our actions are 
instrumental and necessary in the 
completion of God’s purposes. “How will 
they hear without a preacher?” (Rom 10:14).

✤ e Bible teaches that answered prayer 
depends in some measure on our asking 
with right motives (James 4:2).

✤ e Bible teaches that God responds to the 
persistent prayers of his people (Luke 
18:1-8).



Reconciling the Tension

God is an Author. is World is His 
Story. We are His Characters.

Psalm 139:20

All the days ordained for me were written 
in a book when as yet there were none of 
them.



Exploring the Analogy

✤ Why was it always winter and never Christmas in 
Narnia? Because the White Witch enslaved the 
land.

✤ Why was it always winter and never Christmas in 
Narnia? Because that’s the way Lewis wrote the 
story.

✤ Why does Aslan have to die? Because Edmund was 
a traitor.

✤ Why does Aslan have to die? Because Lewis wrote 
the story that way.

✤ Who killed the White Witch? Aslan did. 
✤ Who killed the White Witch? C.S. Lewis did.



Exploring the Analogy

C.S. Lewis
“My point is that, if God does exist, He is 
related to the universe more as an author 
is related to a play than as one object in 
the universe is related to 
another.” (Christian Re!ections, 168)



Objection

“We are more real than the Pevensies.”



Objection

“We are more real than the Pevensies.”

Response: e triune God is more real 
than C.S. Lewis.



Layered Causality

Who is responsible for Joseph’s 
suffering?

Genesis 50:20

You meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive.



Layered Causality

Who is responsible for Job’s misery?

Satan, Chaldeans, Sabeans, Natural 
Disasters

Job 1:21

e LORD gave and the LORD has taken 
away; blessed be the name of the LORD.



Conclusions

✤ Be Drawn and Quartered.

✤ God cares about the details.

✤ e problem of evil is narrative tension.



Creation as 
Communication

“is our life #nds tongues in trees, books in 
the running brooks, sermons in stones, and 
good in everything.” --William Shakespeare

“e world is charged with the grandeur of 
God.” --Gerard Manley Hopkins



Summary

us far, we have focused on God as he is in himself—
in"nitely happy in the fellowship of the Trinity—and God as 
he is in relation to creation—Author of the story of his 
glory. Tying these two threads together, we are able to see 
just how God has chosen to communicate his glory. 
Creation is God’s self-expression, the free over$ow of his 
triune personality and life. Creation itself is revelatory, and 
this revelation is not sporadic, occasional, or limited to one 
part of reality. Rather, God’s revelation of himself in creation 
is pervasive and constant. As the old hymn says, “He speaks 
to me everywhere.” As Lewis said, “We may ignore, but we 
can nowhere evade the presence of God. e world is 
crowded with Him. He walks everywhere incognito.”



Creation as Revelation

Psalm 19:1

e heavens declare the glory of God.

Romans 1:20

His invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made.



Creation as Revelation

Jonathan Edwards, Types

“I am not ashamed to own that I believe that the 
whole universe, heaven and earth, air and seas, 
and the divine constitution and history of the 
holy Scriptures, be full of images of divine 
things, as full as a language is of words; and that 
the multitudes of those things that I have 
mentioned are but a very small part of what is 
really intended to be signi"ed and typi"ed by 
these things.”



Creation as Revelation

Matthew 6:26

Look at the birds of the air...

Matthew 6:28

Consider the lilies of the "eld...

Proverbs 6:6

Go to the ant, O sluggard;
 Consider her ways and be wise.



Types, Analogies, and 
Metaphors
Psalm 19:1, 5-6
e heavens declare the glory of God,
 and the sky above proclaims his handiwork...
...In them he has set a tent for the sun,
 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his 
chamber,
 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
 and its circuit to the end of them,
 and there is nothing hidden from its heat.



Types, Analogies, and 
Metaphors

Types are divinely-intended metaphors 
and divinely-designed analogies.

Ephesians 3:14-15

For this reason, I bow my knee before the 
Father (pater), from whom every family 
(patria; fatherhood) in heaven and on earth 
is named...



Lewis: Looking At vs. Looking 
Along

Meditation in a Toolshed

“I was standing today in the dark toolshed. 
e sun was shining outside and through the 
crack at the top of the door there came a 
sunbeam. From where I stood that beam of 
light, with the specks of dust $oating in it, 
was the most striking thing in the place. 
Everything else was almost pitch-black. I was 
seeing the beam, not seeing things by it...”



Lewis: Looking At vs. Looking 
Along

Meditation in a Toolshed

“...en I moved so that the beam fell on my 
eyes. Instantly the whole previous picture 
vanished. I saw no toolshed, and (above all) no 
beam. Instead I saw, framed in the irregular 
cranny at the top of the door, green leaves 
moving on the branches of a tree outside and 
beyond that, 90 odd million miles away, the 
sun. Looking along the beam, and looking at 
the beam are very different experiences.”



Lewis: Vessels of Glory

Letters to Malcolm: Chie"y on Prayer

“Creation seems to be delegation through and 
through. He will do nothing simply of Himself 
which can be done by creatures. I suppose this 
is because He is a giver. And He has nothing to 
give but Himself. And to give Himself is to do 
His deeds—in a sense, and on varying levels to 
be Himself—through the things He has made.”

“is also is ou; neither is this ou.”



Lewis: Shafts of Glory

Letters to Malcolm: Chie"y on Prayer
“ey were not the hope of glory, they were 
an exposition of the glory itself...I was 
learning the far more secret doctrine that 
pleasures are shas of the glory as it strikes 
our sensibility...”



Lewis: Shafts of Glory

Letters to Malcolm: Chie"y on Prayer
“...I have tried, since that moment, to make every 
pleasure a channel of adoration. I don’t mean simply 
by giving thanks for it. One must of course give 
thanks, but I mean something different. How shall I 
put it? We can’t—or I can’t—hear the song of a bird 
simply as a sound. Its meaning or message (“at’s a 
bird”) comes with it inevitably—just as one can’t see a 
familiar word in print as a merely visual pattern. e 
reading is as involuntary as the seeing. When the wind 
roars I don’t just hear the roar; I “hear the wind.” 



Lewis: Shafts of Glory

Letters to Malcolm: Chie"y on Prayer
“...In the same way it is possible to “read” as 
well as to “have” a pleasure. Or not even “as 
well as.” e distinction ought to become, 
and sometimes is, impossible; to receive it 
and to recognize its divine source are a 
single experience...”



Lewis: Shafts of Glory

Letters to Malcolm: Chie"y on Prayer
“...is heavenly fruit is instantly redolent of 
the orchard where it grew. is sweet air 
whispers of the country from whence it blows. 
It is a message. We know we are being touched 
by a "nger of that right hand at which there are 
pleasures for evermore. ere need be no 
question of thanks or praise as a separate event, 
something done aerwards. To experience the 
tiny theophany is itself to adore. 



Lewis: Shafts of Glory

Letters to Malcolm: Chie"y on Prayer
“...Gratitude exclaims, very properly, “How 
good of God to give me this.” Adoration 
says, “What must be the quality of that 
Being whose far-off and momentary 
coruscations are like this!” One’s mind runs 
back up the sunbeam to the sun.”



A Biblical Illustration

Proverbs 24:13-14

My son, eat honey, for it is good, and the 
drippings of the honeycomb are sweet to 
your taste. Know that wisdom is such to 
your soul; if you "nd it there will be a 
future, and your hope will not be cut off. 



What Is the World?

Isaiah 6:3

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of Hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!

Alt: “the fullness of the whole earth is his 
glory.”



Summary

What then can we say about creation? 
Creation is communication from the triune 
God. God loved his trinitarian fullness so 
much that he created a world to 
communicate that fullness ad extra, outside 
himself. And not just any world. A world full 
of "sh tacos, tickle "ghts, aernoon naps, 
Cajun seafood, back rubs, wool house shoes, 
and church soball. (ese are a few of my 
favorite things).



Summary

e in"nite and eternal God created 
something that is not God, but 
nevertheless really and truly re$ects and 
reveals God. To bring in the earlier 
categories, God’s relationship to creation is 
perichoretic: Creation exists “in” God, and 
God exists in some sense “in” it, but the 
Creator-creature divide is never abrogated 
and never compromised. 



Summary

As a result, creation is glorious, created 
shas of divine glory. Created glory 
mediates divine glory, so that when we 
chase the pleasures up the beam to the 
source, we arrive at the Joy of Joys, the 
River of Delights, the Person of Persons, 
the living God and Father of Jesus Christ.



Created to Be a 
Creature

“ere is no use trying to be more holy than 
God.” --C.S. Lewis



Summary and Introduction

e triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—out 
of love for and delight in his own fullness, freely 
chose to create the world as a "tting narratival 
communication of his glory. It’s "tting, because 
in"nite wisdom conceived and directed it. It’s 
narratival, because the shape of the world is a story, 
a sequence of events with a beginning, middle, and 
end. It’s communication, because God speaks it 
into existence and speaks himself through it at 
every point. And all of it is glory, because the 
Creator and Author is the Lord of glory.



Summary and Introduction

We will now expand on our role within 
this grand drama. What does it mean to be 
a creature, a character within God’s play, 
called into existence out of nothing, and 
somehow capable of relating to the Author 
in a real, profound, and personal way? 
How do our creaturely limitations impact 
our ability to engage with God in creation? 



God Is the True Materialist

Genesis 1:31

And God saw everything that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good.

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

“He likes matter; he invented it.”



Creaturely Limitations

Genesis 2:5-9
When no bush of the "eld was yet in the land and no 
small plant of the "eld had yet sprung up—for the 
LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and 
there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was 
going up from the land and was watering the whole face 
of the ground—then the LORD God formed the man of 
dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the 
east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.



Creaturely Limitations

Genesis 2:15-17

e LORD God took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to work it and keep 
it. And the LORD God commanded the 
man, saying, “You may surely eat of every 
tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.” 



Creaturely Limitations

e creation of food, tongues, and the human digestive system is the 
product of in"nite wisdom knitting the world together in a 
harmonious whole. e symphony of glory that sounds from the 
triune being contains notes of corn salsa and sour patch kids, of 
sweet tea and rye bread (the kind that "lls the belly). e variety of 
tastes creates categories and gives us edible images of divine things. 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good!” (Psalm 34:8). Our sense of 
hunger and thirst are divinely designed to highlight the soul’s 
hunger for spiritual food: “He who comes to me shall not hunger 
and he who believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). And 
there’s no shortcut. Apart from our experience of empty stomachs 
and parched throats, and the glory of full bellies and quenched 
thirsts, and the incredible variety of taste, our spiritual lives would 
be impoverished and we would have no real vocabulary for spiritual 
desire, no mental and emotional framework for engaging with God.



Creaturely Limitations

Genesis 2:18-20

en the LORD God said, “It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make him a helper "t for 
him.” Now out of the ground the LORD God had 
formed every beast of the "eld and every bird of the 
heavens and brought them to the man to see what he 
would call them. And whatever the man called every 
living creature, that was its name. e man gave 
names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens 
and to every beast of the "eld. But for Adam there 
was not found a helper "t for him.



Creaturely Limitations

Genesis 2:21-23

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and 
closed up its place with $esh. And the rib that the 
LORD God had taken from the man he made into a 
woman and brought her to the man.
en the man said,

“is at last is bone of my bones
 and $esh of my $esh;
she shall be called Woman,

 because she was taken out of Man.” 



What Kind of Value Do We 
Have?
Do we have inherent and intrinsic value?

If we mean, “autonomous value that exists 
independently of God,” then the answer is 
clearly “No,” because there is no autonomy 
anywhere in the universe.

If we mean, “value as a permanent and 
essential characteristic,” then the answer is 
“Yes,” because God values us.

We have derived-and-therefore-inherent value.



Should We Value God 
Infinitely?
e Principle of Proportionate Regard
We should value, esteem, and regard things in 
proportion to their value, nature, and worth.

e Challenge

If we believe that we should value things according to 
their value, and if we know that God has in"nite value 
and everything else has "nite value, then we begin to 
feel that, if we are to be faithful Christians, there must 
be an in"nite gap between our love for God and our 
love for everything else. Our enjoyment of God must 
in"nitely surpass our joy in our family (for example). 



Should We Value God 
Infinitely?

e Logic
God has in"nite value. We should value 
things according to their value. erefore, 
we should value God in"nitely. 



Should We Value God 
Infinitely?

e Logic
God has in"nite value. We should value things according 
to their value. erefore, we should value God in"nitely. 
Response
As creatures, we never do anything in"nitely. To be a 
creature is to be "nite and limited. We have no in"nite 
capacity for anything. To seek to love God in"nitely is to 
place upon ourselves an impossible burden. And the 
impossibility is not owing to our sinfulness, but to our 
creatureliness. If failure to love God in"nitely is a sin, 
then we are condemned, not as sinners, but as creatures. 



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely

Love God Supremely

Exodus 20:3-4

I am the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. You shall have no other 
gods before me. 



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely

Love God Fully

Mark 12:30

And you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength.

Full love for God doesn’t cancel out love 
for neighbor, but includes it.



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely

Love God Increasingly and Expansively

Philippians 1:9

May your love abound more and more in 
knowledge and all discernment...

1 essalonians 3:12

May the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love for one another and for all...



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely

Jonathan Edwards on expanding love

“ere are many reasons to think that what 
God has in view, in an increasing 
communication of himself through 
eternity, is an increasing knowledge of 
God, love to him, and joy in him.” (e End 
for Which God Created the World)



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely

John 17:20-23
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they 
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I 
in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. e glory 
that you have given me I have given to them, that 
they may be one even as we are one, I in them and 
you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so 
that the world may know that you sent me and 
loved them even as you loved me. 



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely
Jonathan Edwards on expanding love

And ‘tis to be consider’d, that the more those divine 
communications increase in the creature, the more it 
becomes one with God : For so much the more is it 
united to God in love, the heart is drawn nearer and 
nearer to God, and the union with him becomes 
more "rm and close : and at the same time, the 
creature becomes more and more conform’d to God. 
e image is more and more perfect, and so the good 
that is in the creature comes forever nearer and 
nearer to an identity with that which is in God. 



The Alternative to Loving 
God Infinitely
Jonathan Edwards on expanding love

In the view therefore of God, who has a comprehensive 
prospect of the increasing union and conformity through 
eternity, it must be an in"nitely strict and perfect nearness, 
conformity, and oneness. For it will for ever come nearer and 
nearer to that strictness and perfection of union which there 
is between the Father and the Son: So that in the eyes of God, 
who perfectly sees the whole of it, in its in"nite progress and 
increase, it must come to an eminent ful"llment of Christ’s 
request, in John 17:21, 23. “at they all may be one, as thou 
father art in me, & I in thee, that they also may be one in us, I 
in them and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one.” 



The Gospel Solution to 
Idolatry

“Let every legitimate pleasure be an occasion 
for glorying in the cross by which they were 
purchased for you.” --John Piper

“Rightly handled, a gi is never detached from 
the one who gave it.” --Doug Wilson



Challenges to Creation-
Embracing Love for God
Sin, Rebellion, and Idolatry
1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world—the 
desires of the $esh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from 
the world. And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever.   



Challenges to Creation-
Embracing Love for God
Sin, Rebellion, and Idolatry

2 Timothy 4:10

For Demas, in love with this present world, has 
deserted me and gone to essalonica.

James 4:4

You adulterous people! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
erefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 



Challenges to Creation-
Embracing Love for God

Sin, Rebellion, and Idolatry

Colossians 3:1-3

If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God.  



Challenges to Creation-
Embracing Love for God

Totalizing Passages

Psalm 27:4

One thing have I asked of the LORD,
 that will I seek aer:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
 all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
 and to inquire in his temple.



Challenges to Creation-
Embracing Love for God

Totalizing Passages

Psalm 73:25-26

Whom have I in heaven but you?
 And there is nothing on earth that I 
desire besides you.
My $esh and my heart may fail,
  but God is the strength of my heart 
  and my portion forever. 



Challenges to Creation-
Embracing Love for God
Totalizing Passages

1 Timothy 6:17

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but 
on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.

1 Corinthians 3:21-23

So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, whether 
Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the 
present or the future—all are yours, and you are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's. 



The Comparative Approach

Isaiah 40:15-17

Behold, the nations are like a drop from a 
bucket,
 and are accounted as the dust on the scales;
 behold, he takes up the coastlands like "ne 
dust… 
All the nations are as nothing before him, 
 they are accounted by him as less than 
nothing and emptiness. 



The Comparative Approach

Philippians 3:7-8

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss 
for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him...



The Integrated Approach

Charles Simeon

We should enjoy God in everything and 
everything in God

Augustine

He loves ee too little who loves anything 
together with ee, which he loves not for 
y sake.



Two Ways of Viewing God 
and Creation

How do the integrated and comparative 
approaches relate to each other?

Integrated Lives, Comparative Tests

An Illustration: Pumpkin Crunch Cake



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver
Romans 1:18-25

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth. For what can be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has shown it to them. For 
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of the world, in the things 
that have been made. So they are without excuse. 



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver

Romans 1:18-25

For although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man 
and birds and animals and creeping things.



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver

Romans 1:18-25

erefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring 
of their bodies among themselves, because 
they exchanged the truth about God for a 
lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen. 



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver
Jonathan Edwards on Sin

e ruin that the fall brought upon the soul of man 
consists very much in his losing the nobler and more 
benevolent principles of his nature, and falling wholly 
under the power and government of self-love. Before, 
and as God created him, he was exalted, and noble, 
and generous; but now he is debased, and ignoble, and 
sel"sh. Immediately upon the fall, the mind of man 
shrank from its primitive greatness and expandedness, 
to an exceeding smallness and contractedness; and as 
in other respects, so especially in this...



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver
Jonathan Edwards on Sin

Before, his soul was under the government of that 
noble principle of divine love, whereby it was 
enlarged to the comprehension of all his fellow 
creatures and their welfare. And not only so, but it 
was not con"ned within such narrow limits as the 
bounds of the creation, but went forth in the 
exercise of holy love to the Creator, and abroad 
upon the in"nite ocean of good, and was, as it 
were, swallowed up by it, and became one with it...



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver

Jonathan Edwards on Sin

But so soon as he had transgressed against 
God, these noble principles were 
immediately lost, and all this excellent 
enlargedness of man’s soul was gone; and 
thenceforward he himself shrank, as it 
were, into a little space, circumscribed and 
closely shut up within itself to the exclusion 
of all things else. 



Idolatry as Permanent 
Separation of Gift and Giver
Jonathan Edwards on Sin

Sin, like some powerful astringent, contracted his 
soul to the very small dimensions of sel"shness; and 
God was forsaken, and fellow creatures forsaken, 
and man retired within himself, and became totally 
governed by narrow and sel"sh principles and 
feelings. Self-love became absolute master of his 
soul, and the more noble and spiritual principles of 
his being took wings and $ew away. (“e Spirit of 
Charity the Opposite of a Sel"sh Spirit”) 



Dealing with Idolatry: 
Asceticism
Colossians 2:20-23

If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the 
world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do 
you submit to regulations—“Do not handle, Do not 
taste, Do not touch” (referring to things that all 
perish as they are used)—according to human 
precepts and teachings? ese have indeed an 
appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made 
religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but 
they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the 
$esh. 



Dealing with Idolatry: 
Asceticism

1 Timothy 4:1-5

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later 
times some will depart from the faith by 
devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, through the 
insincerity of liars whose consciences are 
seared… 



Dealing with Idolatry: 
Asceticism

1 Timothy 4:1-5

...who forbid marriage and require abstinence 
from foods that God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by those who believe and 
know the truth. For everything created by 
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it 
is received with thanksgiving, for it is made 
holy by the word of God and prayer. 



Tests of Our Asceticism

✤ Do I feel a low-grade sense of guilt because I 
enjoy legitimate earthly pleasures? 

✤ Is this guilt connected to any particular, concrete 
sinful attitude or action? Or is it rooted in a 
vague sense that I’m not enjoying God enough 
(whatever that means) or that I’m enjoying his 
gis “too much”?

✤ Am I attempting to detach from creation and 
God’s gis out of fear of idolatry, lest my love for 
them surpass my affections for him?



Tests of Our Asceticism

✤ Am I overly suspicious of created things, looking at my delight 
in ice cream and sunny spring days and hugs from my spouse 
with a wary and skeptical eye, perpetually unsure whether they 
are too precious to me?

✤ Do I have the sense that as I progress in holiness, my 
enjoyment of fresh raspberries and hiking in the mountains 
and an evening of games and laughter with old friends ought to 
diminish, because I am becoming increasingly satis"ed with 
God alone?

✤ Do I regard certain activities, such as prayer, worship, and Bible 
reading as inherently more holy and virtuous than other 
activities like doing my job or listening to music or taking a 
nap?



The Right Time and Way to 
Abstain from Good Things

1 Corinthians 10:25-27

Eat whatever is sold in the meat market 
without raising any question on the ground 
of conscience. For “the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fullness thereof.” If one of the 
unbelievers invites you to dinner and you 
are disposed to go, eat whatever is set 
before you without raising any question on 
the ground of conscience.



The Right Time and Way to 
Abstain from Good Things

1 Corinthians 8:7-13

However, not all possess this knowledge. But 
some, through former association with idols, 
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their 
conscience, being weak, is de"led. Food will not 
commend us to God. We are no worse off if we 
do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take 
care that this right of yours does not somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak...



The Right Time and Way to 
Abstain from Good Things
1 Corinthians 8:7-13

For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating 
in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his 
conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 
And so by your knowledge this weak person is 
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. us, 
sinning against your brothers and wounding their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 
erefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 
never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

1) e incarnation of Jesus Christ is the 
greatest endorsement of the abiding 
goodness of creation and its capacity for 
ampli"cation, transformation, and 
glori"cation. 

Colossians 2:9

In him dwells all the fullness of deity 
bodily. 



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

2) Jesus, as the second Adam, succeeds 
where the "rst Adam failed, and by his 
faithful and obedient life, shows what it 
means to be fully human and becomes the 
ground for the salvation of sinners.

1 Corinthian 15:22

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive.



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

3) On the cross, Christ draws to himself all of our 
idolatry and ingratitude, all of our glory-exchange 
and sin, all of our guilt and rebellion, and he 
swallows it whole. And he swallows it by letting 
death swallow him.

Galatians 6:14

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
cruci"ed to me, and I to the world.



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

4) e resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the transformation 
of his humanity, the transition in his experience from living as a 
human being “according to the $esh” (Romans 1:4) to being a 
human being glori"ed according to the Spirit. ere is now a 
new way to be human.

1 Corinthians 15:42-45

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; 
it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It 
is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. us it is written, 
“e "rst man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. 



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

5) Aer his resurrection, he walked with his 
disciples. He showed them his wounds. He broke 
bread with them and ate "sh with them. And 
then he ascended into heaven in that glori"ed, 
resurrection body, forever to dwell with God. 
ere is a man on the throne of the universe. 

1 Timothy 2:5

ere is one God, and one mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus.



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

6) rough the preaching of the gospel, spiritually blind 
sinners are awakened to the glory of Christ in the gospel, 
and to the glory of Christ everywhere else. Whereas in our 
fallen state we willfully suppress the truth and therefore are 
limited to only seeing created reality, when we are born 
again, our eyes are opened so that we now see beyond the 
created things to the divine glory that comes in and 
through them. 

2 Corinthians 4:6

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.



Dealing with Idolatry: Gospel

7) Like Jesus, our ultimate hope is not a disembodied, 
immaterial existence in an invisible realm. Our "nal 
destiny is the resurrection of our very physical, but 
transformed bodies in a new heavens and a new 
earth. Heaven, as they say, is earthy.

Philippians 3:20-21

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await 
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 
that enables him even to subject all things to himself.



C.S. Lewis on Our Ultimate 
Destiny
To shrink back from all that can be called Nature 
into negative spirituality is as if we ran away from 
horses instead of learning to ride. ere is in our 
present pilgrim condition plenty of room (more 
room than most of us like) for abstinence and 
renunciation and mortifying our natural desires. 
But behind all asceticism the thought should be, 
“Who will trust us with the true wealth if we 
cannot be trusted even with the wealth that 
perishes?” Who will trust me with a spiritual 
body if I cannot control even an earthly body?



C.S. Lewis on Our Ultimate 
Destiny
ese small and perishable bodies we now have were 
given to us as ponies are given to schoolboys. We must 
learn to manage: not that we may some day be free of 
horses altogether but that someday we may ride 
bareback, con"dent and rejoicing, those greater 
mounts, those winged, shinning and world-shaking 
horses which perhaps even now expect us with 
impatience, pawing and snorting in the King’s stables. 
Not that the gallop would be of any value unless it were 
a gallop with the King; but how else—since He has 
retained His own charger—should we accompany Him? 
(Miracles)



Appending Augustine

“He loves ee too little, who loves 
anything together with ee, which he 
loves not for y sake.” 



Appending Augustine

“He loves ee too little, who enjoys not 
y gis, which ou hast given to enlarge 
our minds and expand our hearts and 
enrich our souls and increase our strength, 
that we might love ee fully and 
supremely and expansively forever.”



Rhythms of 
Godwardness

“He’s vulgar, Wormwood. He has a bourgeois 
mind. He has #lled His world with pleasures. 
ere are things for humans to do all day long 
without His minding in the least--sleeping, 
washing, eating, drinking, making love, 
playing, praying, working. --Screwtape



Defining Godwardness

Godwardness is the movement of the soul 
toward God, such that our thoughts, 
affections, and actions terminate upon him.



The Practical Questions

But this raises questions about how we should 
engage with all of the things that aren’t God. How 
can we retain a Godward focus when our attention 
is occupied elsewhere? Is Godwardness lost if we 
direct our focus to the food and drink in front of 
us, rather than to the God who gave it to us? What 
did Augustine mean when he said that we should 
love everything “for y sake?” What exactly does 
it mean to “do all to the glory of God”?



Wrestling with Temporality

God creates the world in six sequential 
days.

We are indelibly and eternally en-storied 
creatures. We never transcend our 
existence in time. As creatures, our entire 
existence, both now and in the age to come, 
is temporal.



Wrestling with Temporality

God’s Rhythm and Our Rhythm

Exodus 20:8-11

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you 
shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 
servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the 
sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested on the seventh day. erefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 



Wrestling with Temporality

God structures Israel’s year by the 
seasons and by the festivals.

Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring

Sabbath, Passover, Firstfruits, Weeks, 
Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Booths



Wrestling with Temporality

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
 a time to be born, and a time to die;
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
 a time to kill, and a time to heal;
 a time to break down, and a time to build up;
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
 a time to seek, and a time to lose;
 a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
 a time to tear, and a time to sew;
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
 a time to love, and a time to hate;
 a time for war, and a time for peace.



Two Types of Godwardness

Direct Godwardness

Conscious, intentional focus on God 
himself

Includes devotional reading of Scripture, 
private prayer, corporate worship, 
thanksgiving, mealtime prayers, confession 
of sin



Two Types of Godwardness

Indirect Godwardness
Sub-conscious focus on God himself while 
actively engaging with and directing our thoughts 
and affections toward the world God made.

Includes eating meals, mowing the lawn, playing 
soccer, washing the dishes, memorizing Greek 
vocabulary, love-making, computer-
programming, $ying an airplane, reading a novel, 
and so on



Two Types of Godwardness

Mediated vs. Unmediated Godwardness?
Psalm 43:3-4

Send out your light and your truth;
  let them lead me;
 let them bring me to your holy hill
  and to your dwelling!
 en I will go to the altar of God,
  to God my exceeding joy,
 and I will praise you with the lyre,
  O God, my God. 



Illustrating the Rhythm

Mealtime
1 Timothy 4:3-5
[ey] forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be 
received with thanksgiving by those who 
believe and know the truth. For everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for 
it is made holy by the word of God and 
prayer. 



Illustrating the Rhythm

Richard Baxter on Rhythms
“e intending of God’s glory or our 
spiritual good, cannot be distinctly and 
sensibly re-acted in every particular 
pleasure we take, or bit we eat, or thing we 
use: but a sincere Habitual Intention well 
laid at "rst in the Heart, will serve to the 
right use of many particular Means.” (e 
Christian Directory, 266)



Mutually Beneficial Rhythms

How does indirect Godwardness 
enhance direct Godwardness?

✤ Awakens us afresh to reality outside of 
ourselves 

✤ Creates new mental, emotional, and 
spiritual categories to engage with God

✤ Guards us against a truncated and 
impoverished engagement with God



Mutually Beneficial Rhythms

How does direct Godwardness enhance 
indirect Godwardness?

✤ Anchors the soul so that we maintain 
supreme and full love for God

✤ Reveals the ultimate purpose for 
which all created things were made

✤ Infuses our engagement with the 
world with a quality of divine life



Mutually Beneficial Rhythms

Do things grow dim in the light of his 
glory?
Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow 
strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace.



Mutually Beneficial Rhythms

George Herbert
Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things ee to see—
And what I do in anything, 
To do it as for ee.

If done t' obey y laws, 
E'en servile labors shine,
Hallowed is toil, if this the cause, 
e meanest work divine.

A servant, with this clause, 
Makes drudgery divine,
Who sweeps a room as for y laws, 
Makes that, and the action, "ne.



Mutually Beneficial Rhythms

B.B. War"eld on Rhythms
“Religion does not take a man away from his work; it 
sends him into his work with an added quality of 
devotion.”

“Sometimes we hear it said that ten minutes on your knees 
will give you a truer, deeper, more operative knowledge of 
God than ten hours over your books. "What!" is the 
appropriate response, "than ten hours over your books, on 
your knees?" Why should you turn from God when you 
turn to your books, or feel that you must turn from your 
books in order to turn to God?” (“e Religious Life of 
eological Students”)



A Visual Analogy



Pray Without Ceasing

1 essalonians 5:17

Pray without ceasing

Psalm 1:2

Blessed is the man who...meditates [on the 
law] day and night

Mark 9:29

And he said to them, “is kind cannot be 
driven out by anything but prayer.”



Testing Our Rhythms

How oen does direct Godwardness (however 
brief) spontaneously erupt? As you go about 
your day, do you "nd yourself regularly going 
Godward with prayers and supplications and 
requests and thanksgiving and adoration? Is 
God always in your "eld of vision, so that no 
matter how intently you’re focusing on the 
task at hand, direct communion with him is 
never far away? He’s always present, even 
when he’s not being addressed.



Testing Our Rhythms

Is there an increasing awareness of God’s 
presence in everything that you do? In 
other words, is there a growing sense that 
you’re never far from God, that he is 
always close at hand, that he is always 
marking you and speaking to you in the 
thousand shas of glory that bombard 
you?



Testing Our Rhythms

Do you "nd your times of devotion and 
meditation enriched by your daily life? In 
addition to the burdens and anxieties and 
cares that you bring to God, do you also 
bring the fruit of your active engagement 
with his world? Are his attributes and 
characteristics more concrete and 
productive in your heart, less abstract and 
impersonal?



Testing Our Rhythms

Is the word of God fresh in your heart? Or is it a 
dead letter, a sign that you’ve been merely checking 
the devotional box on your to-do list?

Finally, and most importantly, is there fruit in your 
life? Are you making progress in holiness? Can you 
see evidence of growth in godliness over the past six 
months, twelve months, two years? Not that there 
aren’t still struggles or setbacks. But are you slowly 
and steadily becoming a more loving, joyful, caring, 
patient, and humble person? Are you less angry, 
proud, boastful, and anxious? 



Desiring Not-God: 
Examples and 
Illustrations

“e aim of life is to live, and to live means to 
be aware: joyously, drunkenly, serenely, 
divinely aware.” --Henry Miller

“Resolved: To live with all my might, while I do 
live.” --Jonathan Edwards



Examples

✤ If Jesus Had Come to My House...

✤ How Is God Present in Anxiety?

✤ Joy Is Music

✤ Peter William



Examples

✤ Spider-Man

✤ Meeting Needs

✤ Romans 1, On the Other Side of the New 
Birth

✤ Re$ections on Trinitarian Tickle Fights



Applying This Paradigm

✤ Sometimes a pleasure is just a pleasure

✤ Explore and revel in the layers of reality

✤ Train your mind and heart to run in 
biblical ruts

✤  Direction is more important than pace, 
so take the long view

✤ Be a living, breathing, walking, talking 
gospel presentation



What About Missions 
and Generosity?

“Fruitfulness of the gi is the only gratitude for 
the gi.” --Meister Eckhart



The Key Challenge

Does an emphasis on receiving and enjoying all of 
God’s gis to us undermine the biblical call to 
voluntarily give up good things in the cause of 
love? Does it undermine missionary endeavors, 
especially to the unreached and unengaged? Will 
people who aspire to honor the Giver by enjoying 
his gis really sell everything they have in order 
to faithfully follow Jesus? Or are we inadvertently 
inverting Jesus’ words in Acts 20:35, turning “It’s 
more blessed to give than to receive” into “It’s 
more blessed to receive than to give”? 



Enjoying God’s Gifts for the 
Sake of the Nations

Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”



Enjoying God’s Gifts for the 
Sake of the Nations

How will they love God if they don’t know 
him deeply? And how will they know him 
deeply if they don’t see him clearly and 
rightly in the things that he has made? And 
how will they see him clearly and rightly in 
creation if the preachers who carry the 
gospel to them don’t themselves see and 
savor God in all things? How will they 
imitate without a model?



Paul as Model Missionary

1 Corinthians 9:4-7

Do we not have the right to eat and drink? Do 
we not have the right to take along a believing 
wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of 
the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas 
and I who have no right to refrain from working 
for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own 
expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating 
any of its fruit? Or who tends a $ock without 
getting some of the milk?



Paul as Model Missionary

1 Corinthians 9:8-12

Do I say these things on human authority? Does not 
the Law say the same? For it is written in the Law of 
Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out 
the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does 
he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for 
our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope 
and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. 
If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too 
much if we reap material things from you? If others 
share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more?



Paul as Model Missionary

1 Corinthians 9:12-14

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this 
right, but we endure anything rather than put an 
obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. Do 
you not know that those who are employed in 
the temple service get their food from the 
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in 
the sacri"cial offerings? In the same way, the 
Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel.



Paul as Model Missionary

1 Corinthians 9:15-18

But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I 
writing these things to secure any such provision. For I 
would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my 
ground for boasting. For if I preach the gospel, that gives 
me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. 
Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this of 
my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I 
am still entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my 
reward? at in my preaching I may present the gospel 
free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the 
gospel.



Paul as Model Missionary

1 Timothy 6:17

As for the rich in this present age, charge 
them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.



Paul as Model Missionary

Philippians 4:8

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things.



Faithful Use of Wealth Is 
Complex

e Challenge of Communication

Selectivity and Multiple Audiences

Personal Limitations



Wealth Is More Than Money

Deuteronomy 28:11-12

And the LORD will make you abound in 
prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in the 
fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your 
ground, within the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers to give you. e LORD will open to 
you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the 
rain to your land in its season and to bless all 
the work of your hands. And you shall lend to 
many nations, but you shall not borrow. 



Wealth Is Good

Deuteronomy 8:18

You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he 
who gives you power to get wealth, that he may 
con"rm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, 
as it is this day.

Psalm 112:1, 3

Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly 
delights in his commandments…Wealth and riches 
are in his house and his righteousness endures 
forever.



Wealth Is Good

Proverbs 14:24

e crown of the wise is their wealth.

Ecclesiastes 5:19

Everyone also to whom God has given 
wealth and possessions and power to enjoy 
them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in 
his toil—this is the gi of God.



Wealth Is Good

1 Timothy 6:17

As for the rich in this present age, charge 
them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. 



Wealth Is Dangerous

1 Timothy 6:6-10

But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we 
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 
anything out of the world. But if we have food and 
clothing, with these we will be content. But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs.



Wealth Is Dangerous

Mark 10:23

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult 
it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 
God!”

Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and money.

Hebrews 13:5

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what 
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”



Wealth Is For Receiving and 
Giving

Richard Baxter

“We need to guard our lives against the love 
of riches and worldly cares. All love for 
earthly goods, however, is not a sin. eir 
sweetness is a drop of his love and they have 
his goodness imprinted on them. ey kindle 
our love for him as love tokens from our 
dearest friend. Loving them is a duty, not a 
sin.” (A Christian Directory, I:214-218).



Wealth Is For Receiving and 
Giving

Deuteronomy 28:47-48

Because you did not serve the LORD your 
God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, 
because of the abundance of all things, 
therefore you shall serve your enemies 
whom the LORD will send against you, in 
hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking 
everything. And he will put a yoke of iron 
on your neck until he has destroyed you.



Wealth Is For Receiving and 
Giving

Luke 12:33-34

Sell your possessions, and give to the 
needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags 
that do not grow old, with a treasure in the 
heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also. 



How Much Should We Give?

Tithe (Deuteronomy 14:22-27)

Everything (Rich Young Ruler, Luke 18:22)

Half (Zacchaeus, Luke 19:8)

A Field (Barnabas, Acts 4:37)

Two Pennies (Widow, Luke 21:1-3)



Three Options

Ephesians 4:28

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let 
him labor, doing honest work with his own 
hands, so that he may have something to 
share with anyone in need. 



Origins of Giving

Acts 20:34-35

You yourselves know that these hands ministered to 
my necessities and to those who were with me. In 
all things I have shown you that by working hard in 
this way we must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 

1 Corinthians 4:7

What do you have that you did not receive?



Motivation for Giving

2 Corinthians 8:1-7

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has 
been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test 
of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
over$owed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, 
of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 
part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected, but 
they gave themselves "rst to the Lord and then by the will of God 
to us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he 
should complete among you this act of grace. But as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 
and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.



Motivation for Giving

2 Corinthians 8:8-15

I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others 
that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 
that you by his poverty might become rich. And in this matter I give 
my judgment: this bene"ts you, who a year ago started not only to do 
this work but also to desire to do it. So now "nish doing it as well, so 
that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it 
out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable 
according to what a person has, not according to what he does not 
have. For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, 
but that as a matter of fairness your abundance at the present time 
should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your 
need, that there may be fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered 
much had nothing le over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”



Motivation for Giving

2 Corinthians 9:6-9

e point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 
you may abound in every good work. As it is written,

 “He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;

  his righteousness endures forever.”



Motivation for Giving

2 Corinthians 9:10-15

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way 
to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only 
supplying the needs of the saints but is also over$owing in 
many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, 
they will glorify God because of your submission that comes 
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity 
of your contribution for them and for all others, while they long 
for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of 
God upon you. anks be to God for his inexpressible gi!



What Does It Mean to 
Live a Wartime 

Lifestyle?
“Christianity does not exclude any of the 
ordinary human activities. St. Paul tells people 
to get on with their jobs. He even assumes that 
Christians may go to dinner parties, and, what 
is more, dinner parties given by pagans. Our 
Lord attends a wedding and provided 
miraculous wine.” --C.S. Lewis



Should We Feel Guilt for 
Being Born in America?
Ephesians 5:20

Give thanks always and for everything to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ

Acts 17:26-27

And he made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and 
perhaps feel their way toward him and "nd him. 



Should We Feel Guilt for 
Being Born in America?

Philippians 4:11-13

Not that I am speaking of being in need, 
for I have learned in whatever situation I 
am to be content. I know how to be 
brought low, and I know how to abound. In 
any and every circumstance, I have learned 
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need. I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.



When Wartime Goes Wrong

✤ What do we give up? What do we 
exempt?

✤ e Danger of Subjectivity

✤ Why are candles important?

✤ Wartime means Strategic

✤ A Hitch in our Giving



Obligations Work from the 
Inside Out

Obligation to Family

1 Timothy 5:8

If anyone does not provide for his relatives, 
and especially for members of his 
household, he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever.



Obligations Work from the 
Inside Out

Obligation to Local Church

Galatians 6:10

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.

John 13:35

By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.



Obligations Work from the 
Inside Out

Obligation to Local Needs

e Good Samaritan

Proverbs 17:24

e discerning sets his face toward 
wisdom, but the eyes of the fool are on the 
ends of the earth.



Obligations Work from the 
Inside Out
Obligation to Global Needs

Romans 15:26

For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to 
make some contribution for the poor among the 
saints at Jerusalem.

Romans 15:20

And thus I make it my ambition to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ has already been named, 
lest I build on someone else's foundation



Obligations Work from the 
Inside Out

Obligation to Global Needs

Matthew 5:46-47

If you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet 
only your brothers, what more are you 
doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same?



Obligations Work from the 
Inside Out

Luke 14:12-14

“When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you in return and you be repaid. But when 
you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you. For you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 



When Wartime Goes Wrong

✤ inking in ree Dimensions About 
Cost

✤ e Value of Beauty

✤ e Role of Appearances

✤ Economics 101: TANSTAAFL

✤ Economics 101: e Value of Time

✤ Economics 101: A Zero-Sum World?



Suffering, Death, and 
the Loss of Good Gifts

“It hurts just as much as it is worth.” --Julian 
Barnes



The Challenge

What about the involuntary loss of good things? 
What about when good and glorious gis that 
expand our capacities to know and enjoy God are 
ripped from our hearts? What does an integrated 
approach to the enjoyment of God and his gis 
say when the gi is being torn from our hands? 
Won’t this emphasis on receiving good things 
from God lead us astray if God should take our 
most precious earthly delights? Won’t this lead us 
to cling to the gis too tightly because we enjoy 
them so deeply? 



The Comparative Test

2 Timothy 4:16-18
At my "rst defense no one came to stand by me, 
but all deserted me. May it not be charged against 
them! But the Lord stood by me and strengthened 
me, so that through me the message might be 
fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear 
it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. e 
Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and 
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To 
him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



The Comparative Test

Psalm 27:10

For my father and my mother have 
forsaken me, 
but the LORD will take me in. 

Job 1:21

“e LORD gave and the LORD has taken 
away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”



Integration in Absence

Jonathan Edwards

“Spiritual appetites need no bounds.”

e Loss of a Father or a Son



Biblical Grief

Grieve like Job.

Lament like David

Weep like Jesus.

Never curse God.



How Does Integrated Joy 
Face Death?
Philippians 1:18-23

Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your 
prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will 
turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation 
and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with 
full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the $esh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.



How Does Integrated Joy 
Face Death?
2 Corinthians 5:1-5

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent 
we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if 
indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For 
while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened
—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed 
up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is 
God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 



Comparison and Integration 
in Anticipating Heaven
John Piper

If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and 
with all the friends you ever had on earth, and 
all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure 
activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural 
beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures 
you ever tasted, and no human con$ict or 
natural disasters, could you be satis"ed with 
heaven, if Christ was not there? (God Is the 
Gospel, 15)



Comparison and Integration 
in Anticipating Heaven

1 Corinthians 2:9

Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, what 
God has prepared for those who love him.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please 
him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 10:34-35

For you had compassion on those in prison, and 
you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a 
better possession and an abiding one. erefore do 
not throw away your con"dence, which has a great 
reward.

Hebrews 11:10

For he was looking forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose designer and builder is God.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 11:14-16

For people who speak thus make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. If they had been 
thinking of that land from which they had 
gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. erefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 11:24-26

By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing 
rather to be mistreated with the people of God than 
to enjoy the $eeting pleasures of sin. He considered 
the reproach of Christ of greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 

Hebrews 11:35

Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 12:10

For they disciplined us for a short time as 
seemed best to them, but he disciplines for 
our good, that we may share in his holiness.

Hebrews 12:14

Strive for peace with everyone, and the 
holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 12:22-24

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
23 and to the assembly of the "rstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, 
and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel.



What Is Our Reward?

Hebrews 12:28

erefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe.

Hebrews 13:12-14

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to 
sanctify the people through his own blood. 
erefore let us go to him outside the camp and 
bear the reproach he endured. For here we have no 
lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.



What Is Our Reward?

e holy and abiding presence of God 
with his perfected and transformed and 
embodied people in his unshakeable and 
glorious kingdom-city for all eternity.



A Closing Exhortation


